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IIT Jammu kick-starts 

http://www.dailyexcelsior.com/iit-jammu-kick-starts/  

The dream of Jammu having an Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) is coming true. This is a notable event for 

the promising students of Jammu regionwho will not have to go to far off cities in the country in search of 

admission in a technical institute to obtain degree in different branches of engineering and technology. The 

creaming of the cake is that the institute in making will be of the highest standard parallel to all other IITs in the 

country. 

The fact is that the IIT Jammu has had chequered history. Many hiccups had to be overcome before arriving at 

the last leg of the journey. Based on the deliberations of FAC, the transfer of land was approved by the 

Governor on January 27, 2016 and the same was communicated to the Forest Department by the General 

Administration Department. 

The last hurdle has been overcome and a formal letter has been issued by the Forest Department transferring 

159 hectares of forest land to the Department of Higher Education for the purpose of establishing the IIT. The 

site finally approved is in Nagrota. Nitty-gritty of transfer of forest land was amicably settled. The Forest 

Department finally agreed to cut about 50 trees and remove about a thousand poles. However, the receiving 

agency has agreed to bear the cost of compensatory afforestation. 

The good news is that there is no need for the Department of Higher Education to obtain clearance certificate 

from the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change because the Chief Wildlife Warden J&K 

has communicated to the Government that as per the Notification dated June 9, 2015 of Union Environment 

Ministry, educational institutions have been exempted from obtaining prior environmental clearance under the 

provisions of EIA Notification. It may be reminded that in the case of Patnitop Ropeway project it took the 

Department of Tourism nearly four years to obtain the clearance from the Union Ministry of Environment. 

However, exemption from obtaining clearance certificate does not mean that normal rules and conditions that 

are applicable for maintaining ecological balance and avoiding environmental pollution will not be adhered to. 

These have nothing to do with the clearance and have to be observed at any cost. Yet there is something more 

encouraging in this case. Generally centrally sponsored projects face slow release of funds leading to slowing 

down the process of completion. But in the case of Jammu IIT, partial release of funds has already begun and 

even the service departments like PDD and PHE have been given part payment. Therefore in the matter of 

funding, it is hoped there will be no delay. The transit campus aspect has also been taken into account and 

hopefully the first batch of students will begin their regular studies from the month of August 2016. 

Perhaps IIT Jammu is the first example of timely and perfect planning of a big project in the State. All aspects 

of the project seem to have been meticulously considered and a sensible decision taken. If the planning takes 

place according to the desk book schedule, we should hope that in next two years, IIT Jammu will come up 

fully equipped and regulated to join the rest of the IITs in the country. We have great expectations from the 

youth community of State. It is a community of exceptionally intelligent and hard working youth who will find 

an opportunity of showing how much talent lies dormant with them and if given proper exposure, what 

achievements it can make. 

The last word is an appeal to the prospective student community that will be seeking admission in the IIT in 

August. Jammu region has suffered long deprivation and backwardness. This is despite great sacrifices the 

people of the region have made in terms of ensuring sovereignty and territorial integrity of the motherland. 

They have a responsibility of bringing honour to the country. They must ensure that the institution of learning is 

not turned into the institution of subversion as we see around these days. Let the student community of Jammu 

region become the role model for the entire student community of the country. 

 

 

http://www.dailyexcelsior.com/iit-jammu-kick-starts/
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Smriti Irani raps vice-chancellors for dozing off at her seminar 

indiatoday.intoday.in/story/smriti-irani-raps-vice-chancellors-for-dozing-off-at-her-

seminar/1/599920.html  

Union Human Resources Development minister Smriti Irani today rapped a few vice 

chancellors who fell asleep during a closed-door meeting in Surajkund in Haryana and 

ordered a faculty member to leave the hall for attempting to click her picture. 

Union Human Resources Development minister Smriti Irani today rapped a few vice chancellors who fell 

asleep during a closed-door meeting in Surajkund, Haryana. 

An irate Smriti even ordered a faculty member to leave the hall for attempting to click her picture.  

Smriti chaired a conference today of 46 central university vice chancellors' where several key decisions, 

including making it mandatory for central universities across the country to fly the national flag, among others 

were discussed. 

During her 30-minute speech, that doubled as a harangue, Smriti said the vice-chancellors should emerge from 

their "comfortable cocoons" and "do what they are expected to do". The minister snapped at the academics for 

keeping "posts vacant on the pretext of finding eligible candidates to those positions. 

Smriti then demanded to know what exactly the vice-chancellors did for a living and how many times they had 

involved themselves in revising university curricula.  

"Don't become the V-C just to get a lal batti (red beacon) fitted on top of your car," she said. Vice chancellors of 

the three universities that are in the news - JNU, Jadavpur and Hyderabad - were present in the meeting. 

The Human Resources Development Ministry, in a directive on Thursday, asked all central universities to hoist 

the tricolour on their campuses, news reports have said. 
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Need to improve teacher-student ratio in higher education: 

AICTE director 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/trichy/Need-to-improve-teacher-student-ratio-in-higher-education-AICTE-
director/articleshow/51049394.cms 
 
Trichy: The Indian higher education system is at a crossroads, said S K Patnaik, director, All India Council for Technical 
Education (AICTE). He was addressing students at National Institute of Technology, Trichy on Thursday, after 
inaugurating Currents 2016, a national-level technical symposium of the department of electrical and electronic 
engineering. 
 

The director in a session titled 'Technical Education: Concerns and New Directions' noted that higher education in the 

country is plagued with problems, such as inadequate number of faculty in institutions and less scope for research and 

innovation. He cited the the Kaw Committee Report that was submitted to the central government recently, to highlight 

the problems. 

" The student-faculty ratio in almost all central government-run institutions is 1.24. The ratio is worse in other 

institutions. Countries like the US, Sweden and the UK fare much better with at least 13 students to a faculty member" 

he said, adding that China is inching ahead of India by maintaining a ratio of 1.17. The director said that China has been 

spending billions on research in education. 

 

Patnaik quoted a report published by the Economic Times in collaboration with the NASSCOM a few years back that said 

that only 25% of engineers graduating out of top grad schools, including government-run institutions, are employable. 

"Education is a word derived from Latin which means drawing out. However, in this country education is about forcing 

people with knowledge the way they want, leaving out the learning process," he said. 

'Institute Chair' launched at IIT-Madras 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/Institute-Chair-launched-at-IIT-

Madras/articleshow/51050679.cms 

Chennai: Prof Sridhar Tayur, of Carnegie Mellon University, also an IIT Madras alumnus recently launched an 

'Institute Chair' in the Department of Management Studies (DOMS) at IIT-Madras. 

The Chair is endowed with an amount of 50 lakh, and is established in the name of 'RAGS Family Foundation.' 

Prof Kamalanabhan, head of DOMS termed the launch as a significant step forward for the department. 

 

 

 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/trichy/Need-to-improve-teacher-student-ratio-in-higher-education-AICTE-director/articleshow/51049394.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/trichy/Need-to-improve-teacher-student-ratio-in-higher-education-AICTE-director/articleshow/51049394.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/Institute-Chair-launched-at-IIT-Madras/articleshow/51050679.cms
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Celebrations of ten years of IISER Pune launched  Feb 20, 

2016 

http://www.iiserpune.ac.in/news/celebrations-of-ten-years-of-iiser-pune-launched 

In 2016, IISER Pune will complete ten years of existence. A wide range of activities are planned throughout the year to mark this milestone. 

On February 19th, the celebrations of a decade of IISER Pune were launched in the presence of Honourable Union Minister of Human Resource 

Development Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani as Chief Guest of the function. Mrs. Irani inaugurated a poster exhibition highlighting the main activities and 
programmes of the institute. 

Director Prof. KN Ganesh gave the opening remarks, recounting the journey from the beginning of IISER Pune and also introduced the Chief Guest. 

In her speech, Mrs. Irani encouraged students to help other less fortunate youngsters, while reaching greater heights in their own careers. She 

expressed the hope that they would remember their alma mater fondly when they went out into the world after passing out of IISER Pune. 

The Honourable Minister also launched a common website of all six IISERs. The site will give consolidated information related to IISERs to all 

stakeholders like students, parents, potential faculty members and collaborators as well as the MHRD. She also released a video clip about IISER 
Pune that captures the landmark events of the past ten years of the institute. 

IIT students design new bike for differently-abled 
http://www.thestatesman.com/news/bengal/iit-students-design-new-bike-for-differently-abled/124895.html 

 

A team of undergraduates at the Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur, have designed a driver-less bicycle 

that they say can assist the differently-abled and lower emissions. 

 

The 13-member team of students from various departments of the institute collaborated to build the three-way 

hybrid (manual + electric + autonomous) vehicle by modifying an ordinary bicycle. 

 

"i-Bike is a bicycle model which can drive itself autonomously and also be driven manually as and when 

required. The product can be used by people with varied disabilities who have trouble steering or pedalling or 

both. 

 

"It will essentially provide freedom to the blind as well as the hand amputees for whom personal transportation 

is a big issue," said Ayush Pandey of IIT-Kgp's electrical engineering department. 

 

Pandey and Subhamoy Mahajan from mechanical engineering are the fourth year students who initiated the 

project in October, 2014. 

 

It also has a green side to it. 

 

"Due to its three-way hybrid nature, it is ideal for bike-sharing systems - which could lead to huge profits and 

increase in bicycle usage throughout the world - leading to lower emissions and healthier society," said Pandey. 

 

Other features include wi-fi connectivity and positioning. 

 

"The bicycle remains in a wireless telephone network which provides wireless control and live tracking 

mechanisms. In autonomous mode, the bicycle has novel and affordable software architecture which enables it 

to follow specialised bicycle lanes and avoid obstacles in its way while maintaining its global and local 

positions." 

 

Pandey and his team mates claim "the product does not exist anywhere in the world and is an invention of the 

undergraduate students of IIT Kharagpur who have been working on this for the past one year. A patent 

http://www.iiserpune.ac.in/news/celebrations-of-ten-years-of-iiser-pune-launched
http://www.thestatesman.com/news/bengal/iit-students-design-new-bike-for-differently-abled/124895.html
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application for the same is also in progress." 

 

"The cost of the prototype was less than Rs.30,000 and when scaled up due to manufacturing would cost even 

less. The electric bikes available today cost around Rs.35,000 to Rs.50,000," added Pandey. 

 

At the KPIT Sparkle innovation challenge, the i-Bike project was awarded the gold prize for the best product in 

the competition. The team won a prize money of Rs.5 lakh. 

Read more at http://www.thestatesman.com/news/bengal/iit-students-design-new-bike-for-differently-

abled/124895.html#1MLtqJwW4xwkY0iE.99 
 

Rohith Vemula suicide: Smriti Irani to hold a meeting with 

Vice-Chancellors of all Central Universities 

http://www.ibnlive.com/news/india/rohith-vemula-suicide-smriti-irani-to-hold-a-meeting-with-vice-chancellors-

of-all-central-universities-1204364.html 

New Delhi: In the wake of the death of a Dalit scholar in Hyderabad Central University in January, Union HRD 

Minister Smriti Irani will on Thursday hold a meeting with Vice-Chancellors of all Central Universities.  

Smriti Irani, who will chair the meeting will discuss Rohith Vemula's death and the subsequent protests that 

followed.  

 

http://www.ibnlive.com/news/india/rohith-vemula-suicide-smriti-irani-to-hold-a-meeting-with-vice-chancellors-of-all-central-universities-1204364.html
http://www.ibnlive.com/news/india/rohith-vemula-suicide-smriti-irani-to-hold-a-meeting-with-vice-chancellors-of-all-central-universities-1204364.html
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Smriti Irani, who will chair the meeting will discuss Rohith Vemula's death and the subsequent protests that followed.  

Rohith's suicide had turned into a political firestorm, which forced Irani to form a panel to examine the ground 

realities. He committed suicide by hanging himself in a hostel room, months after he and four other Dalit 

students were barred from the facility for allegedly attacking an ABVP leader. 

The five were denied access to all facilities in their campus, except their classrooms and workshops related to 

their subject of study. 

His stipend of Rs 25,000 had been stopped as well. 

For the last few weeks student groups were demanding arrest of vice-chancellor Appa Rao as well as the ouster 

of union minister Bandaru Dattatreya and interim VC Dr Vipin Srivastava. They alleged that it was because of 

them Rohith took the extreme step. They have been accused of ostracizing Rohith and abetting the suicide. 

 

 

 


